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Chapter 1

Getting Started




Before

You Install
You Should Know....

1. SignWriter Java is an unfinished program

signWriterJavaisnotfinished. There are bugsinthe software
that can be fixed, but are not fixed yet. It is a free computer
program that offers features no other program offers...so
althoughitis not perfect, "something is better than nothing!”...

2. Good Features?
QOpens 3W 4.4 files. .. Convertsthemto "better looking graphics”.
Savesthemin 5.0format...Creates newfiles with "better looking

graphics’...Y ou can create documentswritten in ANY direction,
including vertical columns, diagonal columns, circular writing,
right to left, [efttoright, bottomto top.  ANY patternyou choose.
And because it is a Java program, it is cross-platform on any
computerrunningJava1.4.1, including Mac, Windows and Linux.

3. Known Problems?

Only approximately 80% of SW 4 4filesconvert properly.... Only
one dictionary and one country are available at one time.... The
dictionary cannot be changed...it is "read-only"... This means
that (at thistime) all dictionaries have to be created in SignWriter
D035, and then transferred into SignWriter Java... Typing in
different directions is not working as it should, although it can he
done. Keystrokesforcut, copy and paste are missing... The worst
problem: it does not print!l If it prints, you were lucky at that
moment in time - ha! But you may not be ahle to repeat the
printing next time, since it is sporadic at best...grrrrr




Installing
SignWriter

On Your Hard Disk

TO INSTALL FROM A CD

1. Insert the SignWriter CD into your CD drive.

2. Open the CD.
3. Drag the SignWriter Java folder to your desktop.
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Oryou can Download SignWriter Java on thisweb page:
www.STignWriting.org forums/software/swh0
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The SignWriting Web Site
http://www.SignWriting.org

The Sigmritingsite iz an educational wehb site with over 1000 web
pagestoexplore. HincludesalibraryofLiterature and free Signwiting
Lezzonsz Online. Ongoing courzes are featured teaching: 1 Svymbols
20M%iting Rules 3 .Grammar and 4 Reading. Special features are
poded regularly by the svstem 'sinventor, YalerieSulton. The Stealzo
include sz seven forums: the Sponsor's Forum , the Teacher's Forum,
the Ressarch Forum, the Linguistics Forum, the Software Forum and
the SignWriting List Email Forum . There are other sections, such as
the SignWriting History Archive s, DeafOpinionzon Signiriting |, Ques-
tionz& Anzwers, andweh pages forthe clazsroom zparicipating inthe
Sigrarting Lt eracy P roject. Sigrrit er Tharevare and Fingerspelling
Fontz can be dovwnloaded . & Catalog Online lists books and videos.
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Start Program, Menus & Preferences




1. Starting SignWriter Java

Open the SignWriter Java folder. Then open the
folder for your operating system: OS 9 or OS5 X.

—
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SignWriter MAC 9 S5ignWriter MAC Help SignWriter MAC X

To start SignWriter, click on SignWriter 5.01in
Mac OS 9. In Mac OS X, click on signwriter.jar.

SignWriter 5.0 ZijmaTitar lax sw0O01.dic
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2. Three Menus: File, Edit, Tools

SignWriter

O Type Signs




3. The File Menu...
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4. The Edit Menu...
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5. The Tools Menu...
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6. Preferences...
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7. Change Menus & Colors...

SignWriter 5.0 - Untitled

View Preferences
@ Menus in Signs
@ Menus in Wards
O Menus in Signs and Wards

O Large Font

O Tyne | pfi-tn-Right

Window Colar:  [nEl=a=ls| -
Paper Color; '
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Converting SW 4.4 SGN Files




To Convert A SignWriter 4.4 SGN File
1. Under File, choose Open...

SignWriter ¢




2. Find the file and open it...

SignWriter 5.0 - Untitled

Cpen SignWriter File

From: | SignWriter MAC 9

= JUy oIy
= Locale.properties

= new.sgn | T
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3. If you are lucky, it will convert!!

SignWriter 5.0 - Untitled

- -
- "

T

Information

B This file is being converted from the
Signriter 4.0 format.

& Type Fingerspelling




4. Woops! A face didn't convert perfectly....What
do you do in this case?...

SignWriter £

5. Click the cursor AFTER the sign
you wish to fix... A big vertical
blinking line will appear...

D TI!III F:I B E: | g ns
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6. Drag the mouse to the left... A dark blue box
appears. This means the sign is "selected”...

SignWrite

O Type Signs




6. Press the M key... This gives you a light blue
box. It is called the Editing Box. Now you can
make changes to the sign...

SignWrites

O Type Signs
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6. Fix the sign with your mouse... Press Enter, or
Return. The blue Editing Box disappears....
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Working With Dictionaries




1. Read-Only Dictionary.

Any dictionary created and edited in SignWriter
DOS 4.4 canberead and used in SignWriter Java.
The dictionaries in SignWriter Java are "read-
only", meaning they cannot be changed. But you
can get around that...Ifyou need to make changes
in the dictionary, open SignWriter DOS, make the
changes, save and close. Then move the two
dictionary files: sw001.dic and sw001.din into the
Java folder. SignWriter Javawill then access that
dictionary, when you open the program.

|AR

SGN US signwriter.jar

sw001.din

sw001 . key symlarge.dat




2. In SignWriter Java, to open the dictionary...
Choose Dictionary under the Tools menu...

SignWritel

2 ._

Dictiomaryr. ..

O Type Signs




3. Type a word. Press Return. The sign appears.
The SignWriter dictionary works the same in
SignWriter Java, as it does in SignWriter DOS.
Use the PageDown and PageUp keys to browse
through the dictionary, or click on the buttons at
the bottom of the dictionary to "lookup" signs.
Onceyou find the signyouwant, you caninsertit
into a document by pressing the Return Key, or
the Enter Key, or use the Insert Button at the
bottom ofthe dictionary. You cannot add or delete
signs, since it is a "Read-Only" dictionary.

Dictionary




4. Buttons At BEottom of Dictionary

Previous Sign Next Sign
Button Button

Dictionary

Lookup (Search) Insert Sign
For A Signh Button Into Document




5. Changing Dictionaries (for advanced users). ...
a. In SignWriter DOS, make changes to the
dictionary you wish to read in SignWriter Java.

b. Next, make copies of the .DIC and .DIN files for
that dictionary, and place those files in the
SignWriter Java fol der.

¢. Inthe SignWriterJavafolder, thereis afile named
"Locale.properties”. Open it with a Text Editor.
Change the name of the dictionary In
Locale.properties, to the name of your new
dictionary. Close Locale.properties.

LA L e e

Locale.properties

&) O O F'* Locale.propertie
Svmbo lF1ile.file=zvmlarggdat

FeyFile.filesswaAl ke
Dictinnury.prefix:swﬂﬂl}:

orway-US.s

s owwy EditorMenuBar .File.sign=file {1}
EditorMenuBar JFile.Mew.sign=rew (1%
EditorMenuBar .File.0pen.sign=open {1}

d. Start SignWriter Java. Your new dictionary
should now be available to you...
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SignWriters Java
Chapter 5

Typing In Different Directions




1. Three Ways To Type

If you know SignWriter DOS, then you know there
are three ways to type...in Signs, Fingerspelling or
Words. The same keystrokes that you useto typein
SignWriter DOS exist in SignWriter Java too.

The Sign, Fingerspelling and Word modes are
located at the bottom of thescreen. Check the Mode
you wish to use. Then place your cursor in your
document and start typing....

Three Typing Modes

Q Type Signs @ Type Fingerspelling

O Type Words
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2. Typing Spoken Languages

Check the "Type Words" button at the bottom of
the screen. Then place your cursor in the
document and start typing words in any spoken
language using the Roman Alphabet:

00

SignWriter !

O Type Wards




3. Typing Fingerspelling

Check the "Type Fingerspelling” button at the
bottom of the screen. Then place your cursorinthe
document and start typing words. The
fingerspelling symbols will appear on the screen:

® Type Signs O Type Fingerspelling




4. Typing Signs
Check the "Type Signs” button at the bottom of the
screen.Then placeyour cursorinthe documentand
start typing SignWriting symbols...

.continued next page...

0O Type Signs @ Type Fingerspelling

S0 w6 @ ¢




5. The Blue Editing Box

In Sign Mode, when you starttyping, a blue Editing
Box will automatically appear. Keep typing, and
when you are done, press the Retum or Enter Key.
Your sigh will then be inserted into your document

O Type Signs ® Type Fing
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6. Stretching The Editing Box

Once you are in the Editing Box, you can use your
mouse to stretch the Editing Box, making it bigger.
Type any symbol, and then takeyour mouse, select
that symbol and drag it in any direction...Presto!
Your Editing Box stretches, becoming large enough
to give you space to type a complete sentence:

35




7. Type a
Whole

Sentence

In Any
Direction
Onceyou
have
stretched your
Editing B ox,
giving you
plenty of
room to type,
start typing
your signs in
any direction.
You can use
your mouse to
move
symbols
within the
Editing B ox.
Use the
mouse to

line up your
signs in

any pattem
you choose.




8. Insert
Sentence
into

Your
Document

When your
sentence is
complete,
press the
Return

or Enter Key,
to insert the
whole
sentence
into your
document.

The blue
Editing Box
will
disappear
and you are
back in your
document
onhce again.




9. Typing a Diagonal Sentence




10. Inserting a Diagonal Sentence

@ Type Fingerspelling
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