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even demand that my companion Titus be circumcised, though he was a Gentile. Verse
4. Even that question came up only because of some so-called Christians there -- false 15

ones, really -- who were secretly brought in. They sneaked in to spy on us and take away
the freedom we have in Christ Jesus. NLT
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Peter wouldn't eat with the Gentiles anymore. He was afraid of criticism from these
people who insisted on the necessity of circumcision. Verse 13. As a result, other Jewish 21
Christians followed Peter's hypocrisy, and even Barnabas was led astray by their
hypocrisy. NLT
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Verse 14. When | saw that they were not following the truth of the gospel message, | said
22 to Peter in front of all the others, "Since you, a Jew by birth, have discarded the Jewish
laws and are living like a Gentile, why are you now trying to make these Gentiles follow

the Jewish traditions?
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Chapter 4. Think of it this way. If a father dies and leaves an inheritance for his 45

young children, those children are not much better off than slaves until they grow
up, even though they actually own everything their father had. Verse 2. They have to
obey their guardians until they reach whatever age their father set.

NLT
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were an angel from God or even Christ Jesus himself. Verse 15. Where is that joyful

52 and grateful spirit you felt then? | am sure you would have taken out your own eyes and
given them to me if it had been possible. Verse 16. Have | now become your enemy
because | am telling you the truth?
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Verse 19. | also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God's power for

us who believe him. This is the same mighty power Verse 20. that raised Christ from the 97
dead and seated him in the place of honor at God's right hand in the heavenly realms.
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even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. Verse 12. In those days
106 you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people
of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived

in this world without God and without hope.
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Verse 3. Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves

together with peace. Verse 4. For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have 125
been called to one glorious hope for the future. Verse 5. There is one Lord, one faith,

one baptism, NLT
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Verse 13. This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of

God's Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete

standard of Christ. Verse 14. Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won't
NLT

be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching.
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and that you will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. Verse 10. For |
170 want you to understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless
lives until the day of Christ's return. Verse 11. May you always be filled with the fruit of

your salvation -- the righteous character
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Chapter 2. Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from

his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and

compassionate?Verse 2. Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with
each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.
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them to have complete confidence that they understand God's mysterious plan, which is

242  Christ himself.

Verse 3. In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Verse 4. | am telling you this so no one will deceive you with well-crafted arguments.
Verse 5. For though | am far away from you, my heart is with you. And | rejoice NLT
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were working for the Lord rather than for people. Verse 24. Remember that the Lord will
give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ.
Verse 25. But if you do what is wrong, you will be paid back for the wrong you have done.
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1 Thessalonians 1:10

Verse 10. And they speak of how you are looking forward to the coming of God's Son
from heaven -- Jesus, whom God raised from the dead. He is the one who has rescued

us from the terrors of the coming judgment.
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"Those unwilling to work will not get to eat." Verse 11. Yet we hear that some of you
are living idle lives, refusing to work and meddling in other people's business. Verse 12.
We command such people and urge them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ NLT
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have denied the true faith. Such people are worse than unbelievers. Verse 9. A widow
390 who is put on the list for support must be a woman who is at least sixty years old and was
faithful to her husband. Verse 10. She must be well respected by everyone because of

the good she has done. NLT
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Verse 14. So | advise these younger widows to marry again, have children, and take

care of their own homes. Then the enemy will not be able to say anything against them. 393
Verse 15. For | am afraid that some of them have already gone astray and now follow

Satan. Verse 16. If a woman who is a believer has relatives who are

widows, she must take care NLT
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Titus 1:6-7
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must be faithful to his wife, and his children must be believers who don't have a 461
reputation for being wild or rebellious. Verse 7. For an elder is a manager of God's
household, so he must live a blameless life. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered;
he must not be a heavy drinker, violent, or dishonest with money. NLT
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Titus 3:8-9
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on these teachings so that all who trust in God will devote themselves to doing good.

478 These teachings are good and beneficial for everyone. Verse 9. Do not get involved in
foolish discussions about spiritual pedigrees or in quarrels and fights about obedience to

Jewish laws. These things are useless and a waste of time.

NLT
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Verse 10. If people are causing divisions among you, give a first and second warning.
After that, have nothing more to do with them. Verse 11. For people like that have turned

away from the truth, and their own sins condemn them. NLT
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Verse 5. because | keep hearing about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 487
for all of God's people. Verse 6. And | am praying that you will put into action the

generosity that comes from your faith as you understand and experience all the
good things we have in Christ. NLT



Philemon 7-8
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Verse 7. Your love has given me much joy and comfort, my brother, for your

488 kindness has often refreshed the hearts of God's people. Verse 8. That is why |
am boldly asking a favor of you. | could demand it in the name of Christ because
it is the right thing for you to do. NLT



Philemon 9-10
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Verse 9. But because of our love, | prefer simply to ask you. Consider this as a
request from me -- Paul, an old man and now also a prisoner for the sake of 489
Christ Jesus. Verse 10. | appeal to you to show kindness to my child, Onesimus.

NLT



Philemon 11-12
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| became his father in the faith while here in prison. Verse 11. Onesimus hasn't
490 been of much use to you in the past, but now he is very useful to both of us.
Verse 12. | am sending him back to you, and with him comes my own heart.

NLT



Philemon 13-14
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Verse 13. | wanted to keep him here with me while | am in these chains for
preaching the Good News, and he would have helped me on your behalf. Verse
14. But | didn't want to do anything without your consent. | wanted you to help
because you were willing, not because you were forced. NLT
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Philemon 15-16
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Verse 15. It seems you lost Onesimus for a little while so that you could have him

492 back forever. Verse 16. He is no longer like a slave to you. He is more than a
slave, for he is a beloved brother, especially to me. Now he will mean much more
to you, NLT
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both as a man and as a brother in the Lord. Verse 17. So if you consider me
your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. Verse 18. If he has 493
wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge it to me. Verse 19. |,
PAUL, WRITE THIS WITH MY OWN HAND: | WILL REPAY IT. NLT
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AND | WON'T MENTION THAT YOU OWE ME YOUR VERY SOUL! Verse 20.
494 Yes, my brother, please do me this favor for the Lord's sake. Give me this
encouragement in Christ. Verse 21. | am confident as | write this letter that you

will do what | ask and even more! NLT
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Verse 22. One more thing -- please prepare a guest room for me, for | am hoping 495
that God will answer your prayers and let me return to you soon. Verse 23.
Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you his greetings. NLT
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